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Ft. Paul's Converſion. 
55 Acts xii. 16, | 
And now why tarrieſt thou ? Ariſe and be baptiz'd 


- 7070 RY thy Sins, calling upon the Name of 


„ IAH theſe Words Ananias concludes 
955 8 his Meſſage to Saul. He told him, 
8 the Lord . that had appeared to 
bim in the Way, had choſen him to 
de bis Miniſter, and would give him 
an Inheritance with thoſe who thro" 
Faith in him were ſanctified, and laying his Hands 
upon him, he received his Sight, which had Jeft 
him at the time of the heavenly Viſion, and he 
aroſe, was baptized, and God revealed bis dear Son 


in him, gp him in that Inſtant Remiſſion of Sins 
and the oly beſt. | 


The ſudden and glorious Manner of this great 
Man's Converſion was extraordinary, and is one of 
the cleareſt Inſtances of the Free-Grace and Salva- 
tion of God. He had been educated a zealous FO 
and-his Life was according to the ſtricteſt Order 
of that Religion, but, like many of his Time, ig- 
norant of the Redemption and the Righteouſneſs of 

Faith; and therefore outof his Fewiſb Zeal a bitter 
Perſecutor of the Chri/tians, and thoſe who called 
upon Chri/?'s Name. He underſtood, that the Diſ- 
eiples worſſüpp'd as the true Qud the Son of Mars 
or, a be was called by Way of Reproach, the Na- 
Zarene, the Toſab, 4 Ys the Hayg'd-One, pug 
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that they ſeemed no more to eſteem the Righteouſ- 


neſs of Works as formerly, but made his Righte- 
ouſneſs their Hope and Doctrine, and preached 


Salvation, Repentance and Remiſſion of Sins in his 


Name; and ſo ſtrove againſt them with all his 
Might, and went ſo far as to aſſiſt at the murder- 
ing of Stephen, to whoſe Death he conſented, and 
kept their Cloaths who ſtoned him. He was born 
in Tarſus a City of Celicia, and tho” a Few, and the 
Son of a ſtrit Few, was a Free-man of the Empire. 


He was taught the Languages, and inſtruQed in the 
Fetus Religion at Jeruſalem under the Care of a learn- 


ed Doctor of the Phariſees named Gamaliel, but by 

Trade was a Tent-maker. His Learning and Zeal pro- 
cCured him great Favour in the Sanbedrim, and in the 
Court of the High-Prieſt, of whom he obtained Au- 
thority to ſearch out the Followers of Jeſus, and to put 
them in Irons, and ſend them to be puniſhed, and this 
he did, not only in Feruſalem, but in other Parts; 
and ſome he cauſed to be ſcourged, ſome he forced 
to fly their Towns and Country, and many Men 


and Women he haled to Priſons, whom he found 


calling upon the Name of Feſus; and ſome he 
compelled to blaſpheme or deny Chriſt. The 
| Threatning of ſlaying and putting them to Death, 

and the Havock he made daily in every Houſe made 
the Diſciples every where afraid, and his very Name 
ſtruck a Terror where it came: So that all but the 


Apoſtles who abode in Feruſalem were ſcattered a- 
broad becauſe of the Perſecution. Encouraged by 


this Succeſs, he got again Letters of Authority to 
make an Inquiſition in the City of Damaſcus, and to 
aid and aſſiſt him, had procured Men, and that very 


likely of the Roman Army, to go with him. Thus 


far the Lord ſuffered him, but before he entered 
the City, he was arreſted from Heaven. At Noon 


or Middle of the Day, a Light ſhone brighter than, 


the 
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the Sun upon them, and ſtruck all down to the 
Earth; and as they lay, a Voice was heard in the 
Hebrew Tongue which none underſtood but himſelf, 
his Companions being either Greeks or Romans, ſay- 
ing, Saul, Saul, why- perſecuteſt thou me? and he 
anſwer d, Who art thou Lord? and the Lord ſaid, | 
l am Jeſus of Nazareth, whom thou perſecuteſt : It is 
bard. for thee to kick againſt the Pricks. And he 
trembling and affrighted cried out, Lord, what wilt 
thou have me to do? And the Lord ſaid, Ariſe and go 
into- Damaſcus, „ and it Man be told thes what thou © 

, 
P All ts Men fow the Light and were alſo afraid, 
and they heard the Voice, but as it was in another 
Language they underſtood nothing, and when they 
had help'd-up Saul, and he had open'd his Eye-lids, 
he found he was blind and could ſee nothing, and 
therefore was led into the City to the Houſe of 

das, where he continued in the utmoſt ſpiritual iſ | 
treſs, and could neither eat nor drink for three Days, 
but abode crying, Lord what ſhall I de? Till Feſus 
ſent Ananias to him with the glad News, that the, 
ſame Lord that had appeared to him on his Journey. ? 
had loved him and open'd for him the Fountain 
of his Blood, that he might waſh and be clean: 
And now, faith Ananias,. why tarrieft thuu ? - Ariſe 
and be huptix d, and waſh away, thy Sins; calling upon 
the Name of the Lord. This he did, and at, once 
received the Sight of his bodily and ſpiritual Eyes, 
and knew he was God's choſen Veſſel and dear 
Child. I wiſh to God all that hear me were, in the 
ſame happy Condition. 


I have now eee 1 Was 49S material 15 


in the Life of this Apoſtle till our Saviour met him, 
but 1 may not ſtop here, without making ſome Re- 
marks upon a Converſion ſo very particular, for 
e 3 have; we ſuch an Account, 
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| that we may learn much thereby, and be confirms 
in our own Experience of Grace, and 1 in the Doc- 
| trines of Chri/Ps free Mercy. 

In St. PauPs ſtrict Life and extraordinary Zeal 
before he knew Ananiar, we may ſee how far a 
Perſon may go, and be a Stranger to the Right- 
Way. For my Part, I don't know if any one ever 
yet carried the matter of Self-righteouſnefs farther 
than he, or was more zealous for the Law of God, 
the Religion of his Fathers, and Works of Piety than 
he. If any could have been ſaved by Works! of 


* Righteouſneſs which they had done, he would have 


gone to Heaven that Way, becauſe therein he ex- 
ceeded: But he knew by Experience that Doctrine 
of Chrift, Except your Righteouſneſs exceed the Rightc- 
oufneſs of the abs and ee you can in no Caſe 
enter the Kin 

What ebe ad faid — any which could not bs ſaid of 
him? and if any might glory he more: He was a Child 


of Abraham, o* the Tribe of Benjamin, circumciſed 


the eighth Day according to the Commandment ; 
zealons for the Law above many in Feruſalem. After 
the ſtricteſt Sect of his Religion he lived a Phariſee, 
and was the Son of a Phariſee, lived as touching 
the Law blameleſs, and before God in all good 
Conſcience. Religiouſly attach'd to the Traditions 
of the Fathers, he faſted twice in the Week, gave 
Als of all he poſſeſſed, and was not an ignorant 
Ferſon, or a Man that wanted a Capacity to judge 
in divine Matters, but was on that Account famous 
in the Church, and in favour with the Chief-Prieſts 
and Elders. Perhaps if he had lived in dur Times, 
ble would have been canoniz'd and reputed a Saint; 
and, no doubt, his Acquaintance and fuch as knew 
bim, thought him ſuch, and when they faw ſuch 


a pious and religious Man in Trouble of Mind 


_ tis Soul, and faw © mitt, 


* 
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icht, 
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Night, and not eat or drink, doubtleſs they thought, 
Poor Saul is delirious, he is gone beſide bimſelf, much Lear- 
ning, or much Religion hath made him mad. Would to 
God all who hear me-were like him, notwithſtand- 
ing all the good Opinions they have of themſelves, 
till they knew a better Righteouſneſs than all his. 

As ſoon as our Saviour had call'd to him, and his 
Heart was awaken'd, He ſaw all he had done was 
nothing, and counted it all Dung and Droſs that be 
might win Chrift and be found in bim, not having bis 
own Righteou 1 0 which was Lg the Law, but the 

a 


Ri 3 vbbich is through Faith in Chriſt. 
| With all his Knowledge and Zeal, and Boaſt of 
belonging to the ancient, and then the only Church 
of Cad, what good did it do him? He did not 
yet know if he ſhould be ſaved. All the vain and 
high Thoughts of being righteous or holier than 
another, or being of the beſt and pureſt Religion, 
Strictneſs of Life, and performing many Duties 
without the Conviction in the Heart, that yet we 
are poor, vile Duſt and Aſhes, and muſt be ſaved 
thro* mere Mercy only, ſerves to exalt the proud 
Nature, and hack them to petſecute. The moſt 
ſhocking-Scenes of Perſecution that have ever been 
| Teen, have been carried on by People who were zea- 
lous and fiery for their own Way, but ſuch as did not 
know the meek Spirit of Jeſus, the Prince of Peace, 
who came not into the World to deftroy Mens Lives, but 
to ſave them. It was the rigid Opinion St. Paul had of 
the Jews being only right, that made him ſo hot a- 
gainſt the Chri/tians; and tis remarkable, our Savio 
took all as done to him. ¶boſo touches bis Saints, tauch- 
es the Apple of his Eye. What they do to them is done to 
Hin, and it would be better to bave a Milftone hanged 
about one's Neck and be drown'd in the Depth of the 
Sea, than offend one of the little Ones who believe in 
Him. I have obſerved often when ſome Perſons 
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who are ſelf-tighteous, and conceited about their 
own. Way, have gone ſo far as to perſecute, at 
once they don't know what they do: 'They for- 
get all Humiiity, good Manners, Kin or Affinity, , 
auc can be barbarous and cruel. without Mercy. 
Thus was it with our Apoſtle, he ſcourged 
People in the Synagogues, drove Fathers and Mo- 
thers from their Families and Homes, and was pro- 


perly a Murderer, and had a Hand in Stephen's 
Death, Oh! may the Lamb of God keep us in 
his Lamb-like Spirit, that when we go out in his 
Warfare, our Weapons may be never any other 
than ſpiritual, ſuch. as Meekneſs, Love, Mercy, 
Intreaties, Faith and Patience; So ſball we be the 
Children of our Father which is in Heauen. 
Ihe Lord ſuffered St. Paul to come nigh 'Dama/- 
cus, and I don't doubt all who loved not the Diſ- 
ciples began to triumph over, them, and tell them, 
Now ſoon their Religion would be all at an End: 
And it would have been ſo if Feſus himſelf had not 
been the Rock and chief Corner-Stene of their Build- 
ing, and againſt which he had ſaid, The Gates of 
Hell ſball not prevail. Let not any then, however 
few in Number, or mean, or threatned, or perſe- 
cuted, be afraid: Their Strength is to ſit ſtill, and 
they ſhall ſee the Lord's Salvation, He ſhall fight 
their Battles, the Captain of our Salvation ſhall 
go before them, and be in their Rereward, Fear 
not them that can kill the Body and after that can 
do no more: Nor be ſtartled or offended if the 
World ſhould oppoſe and blaſpheme: No, though 
the Kings of the Earth ſtood up, and the Princes 
took Counſel together. The Cauſe is the Lord's. 
It is not of the World, for then the World would 
love it's own. Be therefore quiet, and be ready to 
Joſe all and to be rejected of all Men, for yours is 
the Kingdom of Heaven. Comfort yourſelves 
e eee e ee 
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when even your Maſters and Relations ſhould be 
againſt you, and think, when my Father and: Mo- 
ther forſake me, the Lord will take me up. So 
perſecuted they the Prophets which were before 
you, The Apoſtles and Diſciples of Feſus and all 
the noble Army of Martyrs went hat Way to 
torr Reſt.-.' 

I obſerved before that Paul came nigh to Damaſ- 
cus; and juſt before he enter'd the City Gates, a 
Light from Heaven ftruck him and his Company to 
the Earth. How juſtly might the ſame Hand have 
ſtruck him to Hell? Mercy, free Mercy alone or- 
der'd it thus, while he lay upon the Earth in a 
Fright; Teſus ſpoke to him. It is his Way to bring 
down before he exalts, and Le was ſet for the fal- 
ling and riſing again of many in Iſrael He firſt ſmites 
the Heart, overturns all the Self-Righteouſneſs, 
and whatever we counted good in us, and does by 
us as he did once by Ezekiel, he leads us (as it were) 
ino the deep Receſſes of the wicked Heart, and 
ſhews us all our Sinfulneſs, ſets in Order before us all 
we had done amiſs, and ſays, Come, and I will 
thee greater Abominations than theſe, and aſks us, 
Why perſecuteſt thou me ? Thus he ſpake to Paul, 
a8 i he had ſaid, What Harm baue 1 done to N 
that thou art mine Enemy, wwby 40ſt thou fight agai 7 ; 
me, why ßer ſecuteſt thou me? "Think, ye Drunkards, 
ye Swearers and Lyars, ye Whore-mongers and 


Avulterers, as if Feſus ſpoke them to you. Think | 


how he looks grieved upon you, as he did once 
upon poor curſing and ſwearing Peter, and aſks you, 
Why perſecuteft thou mes Why doſt thou crucify me 
afreſh, and put me to an open Shame ? Attend to 
him, be ſorry and go and weep bitterly before him, | 


and be forgiven. 


As ſoon as our Saviour _ it went thro” Paul's 


An: He. thought before, he was defending >. 


God's 


| Wa» 
God's true Religion, but now was in the greateſt 
Confuſion, nor knew who it was that thus ſpoke ; 
and therefore aſked, bo art thou Lord? Here we 
may fee, with all his Religion, he did not know 
God, but was an entire Stranger to the Lord 
that bought him. Our Saviour did not ſay to him, 
J am the God of Abraham, the God of Iſaac, the G 
of Jacob, the God of your Fathers; for then Paul 
had anſwer'd, Lord, I am not perſecuting thee, I am 
only oppoſing one Jeſus and his Followers, who is wor- 
ſbipped among them inſtead of thee. I am only engaged 
in thy Cauſe againſt this new Religion: Therefore 
ſaid the Lord, I am Jeſus, I am Jeſus of Nazareth, 
whom thou perſecuteſ/, If he was affrighted before 
and aſtoniſh'd, now he muſt tremble every Limb, 
and be ready to fink into the Earth with Terror. 
Ves, for now he knew that Jeſus was the Lord: 
That the deſpiſed Son of the Carpenter at Nazareth, 
who lately hung like a Felon upon the Tree, and 
died in ſuch Shame and Torture, was God over all! 
and then like, a poor Sinner, he made his firſt right 
Prayer that ever he made in his Life, and ſaid to 


that Feſus he had fo abhorred and hated, Lord, 


what wouldft thou bave me to do? Methinks I fee him 

lift up his trembling Hands, and with Floods of 
Tears beg for Mercy. He was not diſobedient to 
the heavenly Viſton, but funk under the Conviction, 
and ſtrove no more. It ſhould ſeem by our Saviour's 
faying, it is bard for thee to kick againſt the Pricks, 
that he had done much of it againſt the tender Re- 
bukes and Checks of the Holy Spirit, and the Pricks 
of his own Conſcience. Whoever ſo acts, ſhall 
find it hard indeed, for they will bring ſuch Cala- 
mites and Diſtreſſes upon their own poor Souls, as 
no Creature can form an Idea of, but him that does 
it: Not perhaps at the Time they do fo, for God's 
Spirit appears grieved and retires oft, but the * 
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| ſhall prove he is ſtronger than we, and if a Man 
will not turn, be will whet bis Swerd, and bend bis 
Bow, and ſend out bis Arrows againſt the Perſecutors, 
which ſhall pierce to the very Heart and Reins. - 

This is alſo to be obſerved, that the Lord ſpake 
to Paul in a Language none knew but himſelf, ; | 
ſo when God's Word, like a two edged Sword, ſpeak ; 
to a Sinner in his Sins, He underſtands, but perhaps 
many may be with him at the time and underſtand no- 
thing about it, but wonder at his Fears and Concern, 
and Fete him there is nothing: Be of good Cheer, 
but he is too ſure of the contrary, and will never 
reſt till, like Matthew when. Jeſus call'd him, he 
riſes up, leaves all and follows him. _ 

Our Saviour had bid Paul go into Damaſcur, and 
promis'd him there it ſhall be told thee what thou ſhalt 
do : It ſeems he had hitherto lain ſtill, and was wait- 
ing with an aching Heart to ſee if Feſus would not 
cauſe the Earth next to open her Mouth and ſwallow 
him up and let his Soul go quick down to Hell: But 
now he aroſe and was led blind into the City, where 
his Grief and Concern was ſo. great, he could not 
be comforted, nor perſuaded to eat or drink for three 

Days, but continued praying to our Saviour and 
ſaying, Lord, what vbilt tbou have me to da? What 
ſhall I do to be ſaved ? So long Cad heard from his 
holy Temple his Cries, and ſo long ſuffered his 
Tears, but now becomes his Saviour. 

He did not immediately preach his Mind to 1 
but would have him hear it from a Man like himſelf, 


fo the Angel did not tell Cornelius what he ſhould do, 


but bid him, ſend for Peter who ſhould tell him Words 
whereby he ſbould be ſaved. This is to teach us not 
to deſpiſe the Fooliſhneſs of Preaching, for thereby 


. 1 wiſe Cod has decreed to ſave them that wa 


lieve; nor to ſlight his Miniſters, 
weak Men, and are properly but Vella of Ea of Earth 3 
5 ut 
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but they are God's Ambaſſadors, they are his Meſ- 
fengers of Salvation. 


'Fo one of theſe, namely Ananias, a FEE Man 
according to the Law, and of good Report among 


the Jews, but now a Diſcigle, the Lord appeared 


in a certain manner, and bid him go to Saul of Tar- 
rt, in the Houſe of Judas, and in ſuch a Street, 
and ſhew him his Salvation. Ananias was afraid to 
do this, ſo great a Terror had Saul's Name ſtruck 
to him, and therefore ſaid, Lord, I have heard by 
many of this Man, bow much Boil be has done to thy 
Saints in Jeruſalem; and here has he Authority from 
the Chief Prieſis to bind all that call upon thy. Name. 
But the Lord quieted his Servant, and allay'd his 
Fears by telling him, He is my choſen Veſſel; and 
all bear my Name to the Gentiles, and to Kings, and 
the Children of Iſrael: And haſtens Ananias awey 
ſaying, Behold he prayeth ! As if he had ſaid, My 
Child make haſte, for his Cries have reacb'd mine Bars, 
end F cannot longer withſtand his Tears and Prayers. 
Bebold he prayeth ! I muſt belp him. This Day will 
I ſbew him my Salvation. And now Ananias came und 
found him out, and began thus, Brother Saul, tbe Lord 
even Teſus that appeared unto thee in the Way as thou 
camei, has ſent me, that thou mighteſt receive thy Sight 


and be filled with the Holy Ghoſt. I dare ſay as ſoon | 


as Paul heard Ananias call him Brother, the Tears 
+ guſh'd out of his Eye afreſh, and he might think, 
O boo unworthy am I to be called Brother, auho I 
perſecuted and waſted the Church of God ! But yet it 
muſt comfort him at the ſame time, to hear, for 
all his Sin, the Lord would yet become a Father to 
him, and ut would count him among his Bre- 
' _ thren. Alſo as the Lord had reveal'd himſelf to him 
- on the Way by his new-Name, ſo Ananias begins 
his Meſſage with the Doctrine of Chriſt's Divinity, 
1 The Lord even Te has ſent me to thee. 
This 
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This was joyful News, this was glad Tidings in- 


deed to a Soul in his Condition, ready to periſh and 

without Comfort, that Feſus the Lord had ſent 
to him. While Ananias ſpoke and delivered his Er- 
rand he laid his Hands upon Paul, and immediately 
his Sight was reſtored, and the Light of the Day 
and the Light of the Son of Righteouſneſs at once 
aroſe upon him. Then Ananias ſpoke to him after 
this manner, And now, Brother Saul, Jeſus has ſet 
before thee an open Door into his Kingdom. He lover 
thee, and will make thee his Miniſter and Witneſs : 
This Day ſhalt thou ſee his Salvation and be filled with 


the Holy 050 His Arms are now open to embrace 


thee, bs his precious Blood to waſh thee, why tarrieſt 
thou? Ariſe and be baptized, and waſh away thy Sins, 
calling upon the Name of the Lord. And he joyfully 
_ aroſe and was baptized, and received the bleſſed 
Witneſs in his Heart; that Jeſus loved him and had 
given himſelf for bim. Thus ſhall it happen to all 
that call upon the Name of Jeſus in F aith, and - 
none ſhall pray to him in vain. 
I have now related ſome of the RY weigh 
Circumſtances of St. Paul's Converſion, and alſo 
made ſome Remarks which I thought needful, I 
come now to ſpeak of the Text, and to bring that 
good News to you which Ananias brought to him. 
The Lord even Feſus ſends me with Commiſſion to 
preach the Goſpel of Repentance and Remiſſion of 
Sins to you. He is your Saviour, He has loved and died 
for you, his Wounds like Fountains have been hewn 
and cut open for you. His Blood and Sweat ſtream'd 
down like a River to make you clean, and he and 
his Spirit invites you to come and waſh. And now 


why tarry ye? Ariſe and be baptized and waſh away . 


Jour Sins, calling upon the Name of the Lord. 
There is this Idea in the Text, this divine Pur- 
port and — All things are ready: A Re- 
demption 
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demption is obtained: A Kingdom is purchafed, up 
and take Poſſeſſion. It is as if the Lord faid to 

ou, Ye are Sinners, poor periſhing and undone 
inners, but I have prepared a Salvation for you : 
A Remedy as great as the Diſeaſe: A Salve as great 
and broad as the Sore. I have opened a healing 
Bath, come and be baptized, I have opened a 
Fountain for Sin and Uncleanneſs, Waters which 
ſhall ſatiate your Thirſt after Righteouſneſs, Streams 
that ſhall overflow and blot out the Hand-Writing, 
the Threatnings and Curſes that were againſt you: 
Floods that will waſh away your Sins, and cleanſe 
the Heart, the Soul, the Mind, and make a full 
End of all your Iniquities ; wherefore then do ye 
linger, or why do ye tarry ? Call upon my Name, 
call upon me your Fe/us, your Lord, and I will hear 
you and deliver you, and ye ſhall glorify me. 
Ariſe, that is, lift up your Hearts to the Redeem- 
er! Lift up your Eyes to the Hill Calvary, whence 
_ cometh your Help. See him with out-ſtretch'd Arms 
interceding for yon, ſee him ready to embrace and 
bleſs you, read your Names in his Hands, the Iron 
Pens graved them there; ſee his raw Back which 
has carried your Burdens, his fore and aching Head 
which has carried away the Curſe of the Ground, 
and above all ſee how he has loved you! Ariſe, 
hang down and droop thy Head no more as if no 
Balm was in Gilead, or as if there was no Phyſician 
there that could heal thee ; though thou art a poor 
prodigal Child and has been feeding upon the Huſks, 
the Pleaſures and Vanities of a ſinful World, thou 
haſt a Father that loves thee, Ariſe and go to bim. 
Thou haſt a dear Saviour whoſe Wounds will heal 
thy ſpoil'd and poiſon'd Nature. Thou haſt the 
Holy Ghoſt who will lead thee and comfort thee as a 
" Mother romforteth ber only Son. Ariſe, leave thy Sins, 
thy Luſts, thy dangerous Place, and venture Ls 
Sgt. come 
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come to the Sinners Refuge and it ſhall go well 
with thee. „ 5 „ 
Be baptized, be immerſed and covered in the 
Bloody-Sweat of Jeſus, be baptized with the Bap- 
tiſm wherewith he was baptized, thoſe great Drops 
_ which fell from him in his Agony ſhall waſh away 
thy great Crimes and frightful Offences. Halt 
thou not been already baptized with Water in his 
Name, but ſince gone /ike a Dog to his Vomit, and as 
a Swine that was waſb' d, to her wallowing in the Mire ? 
Now come and let the great Apoſtle and Biſhop of 
our Souls baptize thee with the Holy Gboſt and with 
Fire. + 5 | | 
Waſh away thy Sins, that is, Come to the 
Blood of the Lamb. ag be no Pool of Siloam, 
No Betheſda is like it. you had wept. over your 
Sins bitterly like Peter, or Magdalene or David, and 
added to it the Blood of ten thoufand Rams and 
Bulls, and even all the Blood of the Martyrs, yet 
our deep in-bred Sin would remain like Scarlet in 
rain, nothing would be able to cancel or waſh 
it away, but one Drop of the Blood of God's Son 
Feſus ſhall cleanſe you from all Sin in a Moment, 
and this was really ſhed for you. The ſole Aim 
our Saviour had in dying and bleeding was to open 
a River of Life in his Blood for you. Whoever 
comes to this Laver, to this Fountain, though his 
Sins were more than the Hairs of his Head or the 
Sands upon the Sea-ſhore, all ſhall be waſh'd 
away and remembered no more: And though his 
Crimes were the moſt vile and abominable, ſo that 
his Heart fail'd him, yet the Blood of Chri/? ſhall 
make him whiter than the Snow in Salmon, and ſfoft- 
en and melt his hard and icy Nature, and ſpeak 
Peace and Pardon to his guilty Confcience. | 
Caulling upon the Name of the Lord, this is, to di- 
rect you where to apply, to whom you may addreſs 
„ | ur- 


1 K 16 1 TIRE <P 
ale and make your ee to the 
Lord Feſus that appear d to Paul, in the Way. He 
is the Friend of Sinners. He is "the Miniſter of the 
true SanFuary,who hears Prayer, and has the tender- 
eſt Heart. Aſk of him and he will give you, ſeek 
to him and you ſhall find. Knock at that Door of 
the Sheepfold, and you ſhall find Entrance by the 
new and living-Way of his Fleſh and Blood, into 
the holieſt Place of all. 
I don't. doubt but when Paul was a 7 he had 
"A pray'd like the other Phariſees often, and made 
Tong Prayers, but the Scripture takes no Notice at 
all of their being heard or regarded, but as ſoon as 
he turned to our Saviour, and applied to him, he 
made haſte to help him. So as ſoon as blind Barti- 
meus called upon his Name, He fs till and could 
not go on till he had ſhew'd him Mercy; ſo the Syro- 
pbenician Woman, the Lepers, tbe dying Thief, when 
they ſought to him found Mercy at his Hands, - and 
are Witneſſes that whoſoever ca, ls upon the Name , 
the Lord Feſus ſpall. be ſaved. 
FJieſus himſelf bids us aſk of him, his Prophets and 
| Apoſtles preſs the ſame thing, and we find all the 
rimitive Church from Stephen, - calling. upon his 
Nane Let then ſuch as doubt his Divinity pray 
to others, and be aſhamed to ſue for Mercy to one 
who hanged on a Tree : Let them tire themſelves 
and labour in vain, who call on another Name, 
but let us who are called by the Name of our Lord 
Cad Obrift Feſus, call” in Faith, and. feel and know 
e is no God 15 gan deliver wa our . en. 
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